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By Mrs. Suſanne Fefierſon. 
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Tow that beve got no Wives, do not refuſe, + 
To learn from pence whom you may theme ; 


— And yeu that bave* us, here may let 
| Setter thenintheir Metis they ſhould be. 
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:Fbe Vir@ous natron,, 
| The Incomparable Wife, ec: 


Am confident , Gallants ! you no ſooner hear- 
this Tytle of, A-bargain for Batchelors, cryed 
 - under your windows,. but .you'l-preſently con-- 
- cctt I am ſomevle decayed Procureſs- that by 


chance have got a pretty handfome hit! of temptation. 


curof the Country , and thar this 1s a Bill giving no- 
woes where her Maiden-he _ is yr be ſold oF inch of. 
andle ; and metkinks.I ſee you already flinging the. 
Foor-brr9dver Ma Bbb 50d r haſt 46 oo the ad- 
vertiſement before your Neighbours ; bur in truth, 
Gentlemen, you are like to be honcſtly cheated, whar 
I preſcnt you withis a wiſe; 'ang ro atd-ro your ſur... 
prize, one that is honeſt and verttouus', with whole 
charms T have reaſon to ſuſpe&you' bot littfe aquain- 
red, ſince of late you have got a lilly trick ro deſpiſe 
and lauztr at her very name, as if you could not be- 
witts unleſs you proclaim'd- your. own fclvegwopns of 
whores , nor .ceſtifie your regards rover Rxbut by. 
| ; diſhonour: - 


(3) 2 | 
diſhonouring your Mothers ,; for your c@Þiverfion 
from this bruitiſh herefie , I shall ventine co ſer her 
pi&ure before you, therefore wipe your eyes(l mean 
thoſe of your underſtanding if you have them abour 
you) and-Yiew her in her native ſuſtre, 

A good wife is the temperate zone , where alone 
love delichts to inhabit, and free both from the froſts 
of peevish virginity , and ſcorching hears of rageing 
luſt, injoys a perpetual ſpring ; She 1s the perfeion 
of a man, or a loſt rib reſtored ro complear and per- 
peruate humane nature ; a true coppy of our Mother 
Eve before $he dialogu'd with the Serpent ; a ſecoud 
edicion of female Divinity (with the Errata's corre&- 
ed) polished with beauty, #nd bound up with chaſtity 
to convince the world that piety and goodneſs 3 The 
verrues and the graces are all of the feminine gender, 
She's an innocent iulep tn an amorous fir, and a moſt 
reſtorative Cordial after 'tis over ; A young mans 
Miſtris to adviſe him, a middle aged mans compani- 
off to ſolace him, and an old Mans Nurſe to cherish 
him ; a help-meet in the cares of the world, andtoils 
of baſinefs, and the moſt agrecable diverſion at hours 
of leiſure ; an inſeparable {econd' ſelf char carp cog 
all awans miffortunes by'dividing and $hari 8 
and doubles his joys a profperiries an equal par- * 
tieipation 5 The guardian of her husbands honour, 
andthe conduit ehrongh which ſucceſsive nobility de- 

rives'ity portico whoſe integrity the law com- 
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mer againſt the malice of fortune, the myſt to be. 
aJmirev,and the molt to be defires thing here below, 
and next to Abrahams tolome,every wilc man weld. 
cliuſe ro lye inhers, LL bs, 
fur thus ts oncly a draughe of her periecions in, 
Len ifcapc,a trinket corfuſed projpe of her excel- 
tenciesin the Lump, te pleaſed ro rake! a more par- 
ticular ſurvey, aod.cach lrem. will.trapſpart you with. 
love and wonder, I 
She-ſcaree thinks her (elf obliged to. thoſe that ap-- 
plaud her for being chatt,fince *cwwould be a curſe and 
a puniſhment for her te be otherwiſe ,. and though, 
ſel{-murcherers are juſtly condemn'd, yer we never. 
read of rewards.given.to people mecrlybecaule they. 
did not make away themſelves ; honelty is the great-- 
cft commendation for a bad Woman, but in a good. 
one "tis the leaſt; She chuſerh not a Husband by the 
ſtrength of his back, nor ar all conſiders che luſty.. 
Calf, or complexion ; if Rude Language afſaulc her 
ear , innocency. keeps -it out from infecting her. 
mind , and ſaves her other vertues the labour ; She 
prevents the deſizus of the debauched ata diſtance, 
and by #{trict guard on her. modeſty and aweful car- , 
riage, ſecures her ſelf from being xempred, holding it. 
for a Max.me(thougha Paradox.). . . 
That ſhe alone.is chaft that ne'r was try'd, 
He comes tos near thatcomes to-be deny'd, | 
| Thus 5he shups all occafions that may. gpaynis 21 
Rgpe upon her ſoul, or fillir with wapdriog poruJant:, 
Idea's, and therefore reads the practice; of! Piery oft; / 
a<r thep Cleopatra or Caflandra , and takes more 
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| 5: CO — 
pleaſure in forme Divine hittory with her curious nee- 
dle, than in the alluring ſcenes of the moſt Tickting 
comedy. | : = | 
She loves tur one, and that is him she should, "viz; 
her husband, end she loves him becauſe he is ſo, and 


if he prove crofs or unkind it may exerciſe her pari- 


ence, bur never deſtroy her aff-Qton. | 
This love she demonſtrates in the whole ſerics of 


her life by endearing obligations, and the greateft re-, 


ſpeR, as remembring the duty of her place, and that 
God and the law have appointed him to be her head, 
and therefore endeavours to conceal his infirmities, 
as knowing them to be'her own dishonours,and is as 


much.ashamed to shew her ſelf wiſer than her Hus- 


bane in company, as fome pragmatical Goſsips. are 


proud to be thonghte to have mere wit than theirs, 
and if ever $he be forced to te[l him of a fault, she- 
does it ſo{weertly, and with fo much difcretion, that” 
he finds reaſon ro be angry with himſelf, but none eo 
be offended with her, who ſtudies his temper,to work- 
the better eff_ ts on his humours,takes the fitteſt op-. 
pertunities, and has a ſpecial care never to ſpeat out - 
ot ſeaſon, and fo avaids ſcoldings and clamourses the” 


plagues of marrizge, and commands by obeying, and 


rules the roughneſs of his ſpirit by the ſoft compli-- 
ances of hers ; a flint thar defies the anvil mey caſily | 


be broken upon a feather-bed, 


Her induftry and frugality are no left remarkable © 
than her diſcretian;she conftders $he is called a houſe - 
wiſe, and endeavours to make good the” Title, both - 


, 
- 


Dhe ſuirs her cloaths to her husbands quality and abi-. 


for carrying en the grand affair of rarling 
: ſhe 15 Religious, wit 


PP 
>by retraining from gauding abroad , and abhorring 
flurcizbneſs and fletcernly tricks at homezshe provides 


liberally for ber family, bur has an-eye char norhing 
be waſtcd,aid remember: that anull manag'd Kitchin 
has defiroyed many a noble Hall ; She knows: no ne- 
celsiry for a breakfaft in her bed,and can get up with- 


our being rouſed by the Trenchers ratlingeo dinner ; 


She ſpends more time in prayer and exerciſes of de- 
votion, than bexween tte 21a's and ehe dreſsing-box ; 


lity, rather then the fashien, yer loves neatneſs , and 
cannot indure any paint on-her cheeks,but the natural 


.vermillion of modeſt blushes ; her goed man dares 


eruſt ker with his cash without an exact account, nor 


does she call him to task for every odd Two-pence, 
She is not perperually draining his purſe for Modish 


vanities, and envies not her next Neighbours New 


Gowa or richer Laces, she never upbraids him with 
her portion or parentage , and is better imploy'd ar 
Church,then to obſerve who has the fineſt Fan , the 
beſt ſuirs of Knorrs, or the moſt glittering. Pendants, 
She is'very tender of her Children, and thinks them 
herchoiceſtereaſure , yer gives them no occafionto 
curſe her hereafter for over-fond Indulgence, ſhe is: 
courteous and ſociable to her Neighbours, bur feorns 
eo goa Hunting for Golsipings, and thinks her crime 


berrer ſpent ar home (though but in patching « Diſh- - 


clout) than iniidle vifies, or expenfeve: Alsignations 
5 in brief, .. 
t Hypoctifie, diſcreerwith- 


our 


LE. 0). 
ourpride, loving withour tolly , a without 
vanity, grave withour clowniſhreſs, and he that en - 
joys her, has no greater happineſs to with tor on th:i5 
{tde Heaven. 

And now Sirs, I doubt nct but you like the Wife [ 
propoſe well enough,and begin tocry, Whete is 1c, 
VWhere is ſhe;Truly I ſhall neither tend you v1 Vic - 

pia, nor direct you point-blanck-ro her dwelling, £:; 
ſhe lives very privately,ſome ſay 'ris atthe fign of thes 
Philoſophers-Stone, 11 Phoenix Alley , in Non-ſuct 
ſtreer; but if you will bur ebſerve the followins Di- 
retions, and add thereto a competent defe of your 
own diſcretion, 'tis muchto be hoped you may light 
upon one of her Siſters, 

© x. Ler piety and{clid vertne be the prime motive 
of your addreſſes, for be ſurc where thoſe are want- 
ing, ler the proverb {ay whar it will, thoſe marriages. 
were never made in heaven. : 

2. Let her be deſcended of honeſtparentage , yer- 
not too high above your ownVegrec;Forwhere there 
1s too much differerce in quality, 'ris raft, if they- 
draw equally inthe marriage yoak« 

3: Be nnricheared with the: modiſh conceit of a- 
brisk and airy G.cl, .lcaſt her lightneſs weigh down - 
your head wich a pa r of ſtatcly horns ; a ſolid breed- 
ing and detortinert 5 !nanitcly more commendable 
than tht fanta??'c | Gayrys finging,dancing, &c.arc 
innocent acccn Plithmonrss Wer an VRarce anſwer for - 
the.c! arge an4] time Joſt in acqu ring them, and arc 
far more taken ina miſtris han a Wiſe, . 7 
4-. Never - 


ywouldbe nor a- wy | 


Ly 


4. Never let OTIS. III tOR koathed bed, =, 


make you accept of a wife in whole perſon you can 


rake ne delight; yer do nor on the other fide caſt awa 
your ſelf for a pretty face, witch ehree Gays vicknel 
can deſtroy. 

5. After her qualities, let your next copfideration 
be her portiongfor though Riches alone of themſelves 
are nota {ufficient ground for a Match (for then ir 
a Bargain and Sale) yer 
Ind'comfortable additions ; 


they are excellexr 


_. The hotteſt love Sx apt to.cool and decay, where 
there {s nor che fewel of 2 Competent cliate to feed 


and maintain it. - 
6. Though, Verme., + Riches , and good Nature 


arc excellent rhings by themſelves, yet joyned all ro- 
gether , they are not enoughto Juſtific your choice) 
ualeſs (he be fir ro, I mean of a _— humour , ant a- 


greeable temper to ſtir with For all love is 
both begot and _—_ eY 
I have 2,grea Documents to give 


you, bur pErb he hes xremorealceady then you wil] 
have patience to regard : And therefore [ (hall con- 
clude with the Parſon ; So much $hall ſuffice for this 
e1me, | oth 


